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and which, as time proved, worked well. The subjects
inter alia to which I devoted my attention were com-
mandeering and compensation, Imperial and military
railways, Natal railway rates, provision of specie, supply
accounting and ordnance expenditure.

Kitchener was very appreciative of what I was able
to do for him, and when I left he was good enough to
inform the Home Government that I "had been of much
assistance to him," and that I "had exercised skill,
judgment and energy------"

As a rule we found ourselves in entire agreement,
but now and again we disagreed. On one such occasion
he and I had a serious altercation. We both lost our
tempers. He stalked up and down the room on one
side of his work-table railing at me in loud angry tones
and I did the same on the other side of the table.

Whilst we were "hard at it** Milner entered the
room in that pussy-cat fashion characteristic of him and
stared at us in amazement. Kitchener spun round and
said, "Milner, here we are; three clever men! Am I
right or is Fleetwood Wilson right ? You shall decide."

Milner hesitated for a moment and then said he
thought my plan would work best.

In a moment the cloud left Kitchener's face, and in
a cheery and kindly tone he said, "All right, Fleetwood
Wilson, go ahead. Do it your own way."

All said and done, Kitchener was a large-minded
man. He was also a kind-hearted one.

One of his favourites got a bit of a hammering from
the Boers and lost two cow-guns, a yery serious loss,
as it might have led to the destruction of all our block-